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Prevalence of Toxacara spp Eggs in Soils of Public playgrounds

and Parks in Busan City

Veterinary Service Labolatory

Kyung-Tae Chung - Byung-Gil Woo * Gang-Log Lee * Dong-Soo Lee

Abstract

In order to survey the prevalence of Toxocara spp eggs in public playgrounds and parks
in Busan city, and soil samples collected from November to October in 2003 to 2004 were
determined. 450 soil samples from 67 public playgrounds and parks surveyed. The 3 kinds
of Toxocara spp eggs were isolated from soil samples. Those were 5 soil samples from
4 places(1.1%) had T. canis, T. leonia, T. cati eggs. Soil samples in public park were
more contaminated(2.5%) with the eggs than apartment playground area(0.4%). Toxocara
spp eggs in soils were found in large number of in the spring and early summer but other

seasons were not found.
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Table 1. Monthly changes in detection of Toxocara spp eggs

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total

40 40 40 40 40 40 40 30 40 30 30 40 450

No. of examined

No. of positive

2 2 5(1.1%)
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Table 2. Prevalence of Toxocara spp eggs in playground soils according to the areas

Area Apartment playglound Public park area
No. of examined 288 162
No. of positive 1 4
Detective rate(%) 0.4 2.5
Table 3. Prevalence of various Toxocara spp eggs in the sampling sites
Sampling sites : ; : Total(%
ping T. canis T. leonia T. cati (%)
Apartment playground 1 1(20)
Public park area 1 2 1 4(80)
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